
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                  March 26, 2017 
  
FOURTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 275 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I do not see very well.  This is something I do not 
like to admit, so I generally ignore this as being true of me and 
do not take it seriously.  What “not seeing very well” refers to 
is the habit I have of making the world over in my own image.  I 
believe that things that are true internally are actually true 
externally, and especially are true of others.  For example, I 
look at others through my own self-criticism and criticize them, 
believing they are actually deficient; I look through the fear I 
live in constantly, and see others as punitive, whether they are 
or not.  I do the same thing with myself: I see myself as strong 
when I actually feel weak, or as sure of myself when I am 
actually doubtful; or the opposite.  My perception gets twisted 
so that it corresponds to images or concepts that are in my 
mind, and I believe reality is what the images say it is, even 
when it isn’t.  What makes this so hazardous is that I either do 
not know this is what is happening, or cannot keep it in my 
awareness.  I am not asking you to make me different; I am 
asking you to make me conscious that this is how I live, 
especially as I am living it. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 9:1-41 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 324 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch  
MONDAY       1:00  Presbyterian Women, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for April 2, 2017 
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, at the church, at 
1:30pm.  The lesson is #6.  Pam Novelly is the Leader.  Deanne 
Hawkins is the Hostess. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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LENT 
Think of God as being in the disclosure business: God is 
constantly disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling, 
divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we are 
expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, and 
who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. This begins by thoughts and feelings, ones we 
consider inappropriate to who we are, intruding into our 
awareness and remaining there, in spite of our best efforts 
to rid ourselves of them, until we accept that they are part 
of us and realize that we are acceptable to God with them.  
We live with these intruders for a while, until we realize 
that they are just the tip of an iceberg, the top of a part of 
us we do not know very well or at all, and grasp that God 
intends to introduce us to what more there is. There now 
begins a time when we take on the activity of being 
receptive to the unveiling and divulging God will 
orchestrate for us. This time of our being receptive is 
known as LENT. The word itself means “spring,” from a 
root meaning “long-days, or lengthening of the day.” We 
are in a time in life where we have learned that we have 
long lived in the darkness about some part of our 
personality, and now that part of us will be further 
revealed by the light that slowly encroaches on our 
awareness. 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Fourth Sunday in Lent – John 9:1-41 
 According to Strong’s Concordance, the Greek word in this text 
that is translated into English as “blind” is a word meaning 
“opaque, i.e. [by analogy] blind [physically or mentally].” This word 
comes from a root: “to envelop with smoke, i.e. [figuratively] to 
inflate with self-conceit.” In English, the word “opaque” means: 
“impenetrable by light; obscure, unintelligible, dense.” We will 
begin by elaborating what the Greek means by “blind.” I suggest 
that in English the word “blind” refers primarily to the condition of 
our physical eyes, to our eyes being disabled or compromised in 
some way. However, the idea in Greek is a little different: our eyes 
can see, but what is there to be seen is “opaque” and so we cannot 
make it out clearly; it is as if what is there to be seen is “enveloped 
in smoke,” and therefore is “obscure, unintelligible and dense.” 
Our eyes can see in that they are working fine, but for some reason, 
what is there to be seen is made indistinct, so in effect we are blind. 
The blindness we are describing is not something about which we 
would consult an ophthalmologist, because it is not about our 
physical eyes, but about a difficulty in seeing what is there to be 
seen, a difficulty related to something internal, something mental 
and/or emotional which limits our perception. Our being blind 
makes it so that it is often, if not usually, difficult to see into our 
own interior; it is as if our interior is “impenetrable by light, 
obscure, unintelligible, and dense,” and because of this it is also 
difficult to see accurately what is outside of us, since we tend to 
see as outwardly and objectively true what actually is inwardly and 
subjectively true. This condition subsequently makes it so that we 
are blind to much of what is in the external world. 
 It is important to understand how we are blind. By the simple 
fact of being born and being socialized, we have all internalized, 
taken a fancy to and attached ourselves to images or concepts of 
who we are, should be, or need to be. We are captured by these 
images or concepts to such an extent that whatever about us does 
not fit them is not perceived, or if perceived is quickly discounted 
and dismissed. We do the same with other people: we have images 
or concepts of who they are, or should be, or we need them to be, 
and whatever does not fit is dismissed and so is not seen. The same 

thing is repeated with the world in general. There is a lot of life to 
which we are in essence blind since what we see is not objectively 
there but is subjectively there. The reason for this is explained in the 
root of the Greek word translated as “blind:” what we see is 
“enveloped with smoke” because we are “inflated with self-
conceit.” That is, we make the outer world over in our own image. 
We project onto the objective world the subjective images or 
concepts in our own mind, and mistake them for objectively reality. 
Our minds focus on these internal images and concepts and do not 
see what is otherwise there. Or again, our focusing on the images 
originating in our own heads clouds our ability to see, so that what 
is actually or potentially there is opaque to us. It is important to 
grasp that this is not our fault, our parents fault, nor anyone’s 
fault—it is how our mind’s work. Like the man in this story, we are 
born this way. [This is likely what Calvin was referring to when he 
said people are “depraved,” a word meaning “corrupt,” from a root 
“crooked or twisted.” There is something inherently twisted in the 
way we perceive.] Jesus does not take up the issue that is 
immediate for us, that of fault, blame or guilt over our being blind. 
Instead, he moves to what God does about and with it, and states 
that our being this way gives God an opportunity to demonstrate 
what God does: restore our sight. 
 In verse 39, Jesus is quoted as saying: “I came into this world for 
judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do 
see may become blind.” The important word here is the Greek word 
translated as “judgment;” it is a word meaning “a decision,” from a 
root “to distinguish, i.e. decide.” To elaborate this—what operated 
in the life of Jesus was the ability to grasp the difference between 
what was subjectively true and what was objectively true. He could 
see what was true in his own mind, and could distinguish between 
that and what was otherwise there to be seen; he could see the 
difference and choose accordingly. [By way of background, at other 
times we have said that what appeared in the life of Jesus was the 
Mind of God as that Mind incarnates in human life. That means that 
Jesus was capable of cognition that cannot be accounted for by the 
way human beings are socialized. The ability to know what is 
subjectively true, and then to distinguish that from what is 



objectively true, is an illustration of that cognition.] What we see 
demonstrated in the life of Jesus enables us to distinguish between 
the cognition that is normally ours, and the cognition that God 
offers as a possibility for us, and to make a decision about being 
open to what is possible. 

To that end: those who realize they do not see will be enabled 
to see, and those who believe they already see will be enabled to 
realize they are blind. This works out in a surprising way. I believe 
all of us trust that we see, in that we are convinced that we see all 
there is to see, or all that is important to see. The journey with God 
involves our comprehending that essentially we are blind, and then 
absorbing this repeatedly. Actually, it involves being taught how to 
operate in the world from this understanding or point of view. 
Seeing that we are blind makes the acquisition of sight possible, in 
that believing that we already see what there is to be seen closes 
our mind to the acquisition of anything additional, whereas 
believing we do not see opens our mind to considering whatever 
else might be there. Jesus says: “I am the light of the world.” The 
phrase “I am” is a reference to an Old Testament designation for 
God, who was sometimes referred to as the “I am.” What Jesus is 
saying is that God is, or is to be understood as, the light of the 
world. The word translated as “light” means “luminousness,” from 
a root “to shine or make manifest.” The Mind of God within us 
illumines and thereby makes manifest things about ourselves and 
others which are real but do not fit our images or concepts as to 
what should be or needs to be. By these insights, God divulges what 
is true so it can be recognized and engaged. The key here is not to 
look for what we do not see, but to keep remembering that we are 
blind, which allows us to be open to God’s bringing us insights as to 
what there is to be seen, usually things that are surprising and 
unexpected. 

Internalizing this text makes it possible to understand Christ’s 
putting mud [clay] over the blind man’s eyes and then having him 
wash in the pool of Siloam [Siloam means “to send away” in 
Hebrew]. The clay would have made it impossible to see any light 
at all, demonstrating to the man just how blind he was. The 
instruction was to “wash,” and the Greek here means to wash only 

one part of his person, namely his eyes, as a way of encouraging the 
man to “send away” any idea or expectation that he could see. 
Inwardly, once the idea that we are blind is internalized and 
accepted, the possibility for receiving sight [insight] emerges. 
 This text ends with Christ saying [to us]: “If you were blind, you 
would not sin. But now that you say ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” To 
elaborate this, we need to remember that “sin” is not a judgment, 
and being sinful or sinning is not a negative thing. “Sin” is a 
characteristic of human life: the word means “to miss the mark, and 
therefore to not share in the prize,” which is a fairly accurate 
description of everyone’s life. We “err,” and life is not as it should 
be or needs to be. Being blind is one of the ways we “miss the mark,” 
and our being blind is a major reason we “fail to have the prize.” If 
we are blind to being blind, and cannot see that we are blind, this 
way we miss the mark [sin] has no way to be real to us, and 
therefore it cannot be addressed. Also, if we believe we see, when 
in fact we are blind, our missing the mark in this way persists since 
we do not grasp that we are blind, and therefore our lack of sight 
cannot get addressed. We come out in this place: as an act of Grace, 
the Mind of God lets us know [insight] that we are blind; we can 
then entertain the idea that we miss the mark of seeing clearly, 
which makes our minds more receptive; how we are blind can then 
be disclosed to us, and what more there is to be seen can be 
revealed. 

[Jim Robie, 3-24-17, Fourth Sunday in Lent, Cycle A, John 9:1-41] 


